


Introduction

In this article we will start the discussion on how to share the Bible with others. There is no

uniform or “one way” of doing it. This article is not meant to conform you to a pattern of 

sharing, teaching or preaching the Bible in terms of method or mannerisms, but instead 

intends to work as a guide line for people still figuring it out. I'll be approaching the topic 

from the perspective of a preacher, but the tools and principles can be used in any 

teaching setting.

Expository Preaching

Expository preaching is the term we use when a preacher simple explains or “exposes” the

text to the audience. The goal of a Bible teacher is not to come up with clever allegories or 

multi-meaning interpretations of a text. A Bible teacher is simply to explain to Bible to the 

audience and help them apply God's word. A preacher or teacher adding their own spin to 

a passage can not be trusted and walks a dangerous path when using God's word in a 

way he did not intend it to be used.  

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly 

handling the word of truth. - 2 Timothy 2:15

EXPOSITION could be defined as the task of laying open a biblical text in such a way that 

its original meaning is brought to bear upon the lives of today’s listeners. Clarity, accuracy 

and passion are key ingredients in the task. One who fulfills the task of EXPOSITION can 

be called an EXPOSITOR. The EXPOSITOR prepares and preaches EXPOSITORY 

SERMONS. An EXPOSITORY SERMON may be defined as a sermon that explains and 

applies God’s thought as it is found set forth in the given passage of Scripture.

Deciding to preach God's thoughts

The preacher must always choose from three basic sermonizing options:

1) Preaching man’s thoughts rather than God’s:

This is preaching apart from the Bible. In this approach the sermon is all about ‘the latest 

ideas’ (cf. Acts 17:21) – subjects include human philosophies, social, political, and 

religious thoughts and opinions related to current events, etc. Sources include books, 



newspapers, radio and TV programs, hearsay, magazines, internet, etc. Here man’s

thoughts drive the sermon rather than God’s. This is your worst option.

2) Preaching man’s thoughts more than God’s:

In this approach the Bible’s role in the sermon can be likened to swimming at the river: the 

Scripture text is merely the rock from which one jumps into the water, but the river is the 

actual sermon. The preacher jumps from the biblical text into the sermon and the text is 

not heard again during the sermon. Consequently in this approach man’s thoughts

tend to drive the sermon more than God’s. While this is certainly a better option than the 

first, it is still not your best option.

3) Preaching God’s thoughts more than man’s:

In this approach the Bible and the sermon are the river. In other words, the preacher jumps

into the biblical text and swims there with his listeners for the entire sermon. The Bible is 

the sermon and the sermon is the Bible. Consequently God’s thoughts, more than man’s, 

drive the sermon. This is your best option if you plan to obey the charge to “Preach the 

Word!”

DEFINING KEY TERMS RELATED TO PREACHING

HERMENEUTICS

This is the set of principles, or tools, a person uses to interpret the Bible. Biblical

interpretation is both a science and an art. It is a science in that the principles are fixed 

and defined. It is an art first in that it is dependent on a relationship with God and guidance

by the Holy Spirit. And second because deciding which principles to apply to a given text 

can be subjective. The best hermeneutical system seeks to apply hermeneutical principles

which produce the most objective interpretation of a text. The most objective interpretation

of the text is that which both the human and Divine authors intended to communicate by

what was written.

EXEGESIS

Exegesis is closely related to hermeneutics. While hermeneutical principles are the tools

used to find the interpretation of a text, exegesis is the process of using the tools. 

Exegesis is applied hermeneutics and like hermeneutics is both a science and art. It is a 



science to the extent that a person’s hermeneutical principles are clearly defined and fixed.

It is an art because how one adheres to, the degree to and the order which one applies the

steps of the exegetical method is subjective.

EXPOSITION

Exposition is the end goal of hermeneutics and exegesis. In exposition the preacher

exposes the fruits of his exegesis to his congregation in such a way that the meaning of 

the text, its doctrinal significance and practical relevance is made clear. Biblical exposition 

is equivalent to expository preaching. Exposition is not giving a detailed account of your

exegetical process or dumping a mass of exegetical data on the congregation. Exegesis

and exposition must not be confused. While some of the raw data from the exegetical

process may be communicated to the congregation, exposition seeks to refine, synthesize,

and summarize the mass of data accumulated in the exegetical process so that the

meaning of the text, its doctrinal significance and its practical application is made clear.

HOMILETICS

Homiletics is a field of study that has a wide variety of meanings but for this class we are

describing homiletics as the science and art of biblical exposition or preaching. Homiletics 

is what we do with the information unearthed during the process of exegesis. It is how to 

form and present the exegetical data in such a way that there is maximum understanding,

remembrance, and application of the biblical text.

GOD COMMANDS EXPOSITORY PREACHING

1) Deut. 8:3 He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which

you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand

that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds

out of the mouth of the LORD.

2) 1 Tim. 4:6, 11, 13, 15-16; 5:7, 17; 6:17

• 1:6 In pointing out these things you will be a good minister of Jesus Christ.

• 11 Prescribe and teach these things.

• 13 . . . give attention to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation and teaching.

• 15-16 Take pains with these things; be absorbed in them, so that your progress will 

be evident to all. Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in 



these things, for as you do this you will ensure salvation both for yourself and for 

those who hear you.

• 5:7 Prescribe these things as well, so that they may be above reproach.

• 17 The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honor, especially

those who work hard at preaching and teaching.

• 6:17-18 Instruct those who are rich in this present world . . . Instruct them. . .

3) II Tim. 1:8, 13-14; 2:2, 14-15; 4:1-4

• 1:8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner,

but join with me in suffering for the gospel

• 13-14 Retain the standard of sound words which you have heard from me, in the 

faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells 

in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you.

• 2:2 The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, 

entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.

• 14-15 Remind them of these things, and solemnly charge them in the presence of 

God . . . 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who 

does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.

• 4:1-4 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to 

judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: preach the 

word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great 

patience and instruction. For the time will come when they will not endure sound 

doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves 

teachers in accordance to their own desires, and will turn away their ears from the 

truth and will turn aside to myths.

4) Titus 1:7, 9; 2:2, 15; 3:1, 8,

• 1:7 &amp; 9 For the overseer must be . . . holding fast the faithful word which is in 

accordance with the teaching, so that he will be able both to exhort in sound 

doctrine and to refute those who contradict.

• 2:1 But as for you, speak the things which are fitting for sound doctrine.

• 15 These things speak and exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no one 

disregard you.

• 3:1 Remind them . . .



• 8 . . . I want you to speak confidently, so that those who have believed God will be 

careful to engage in good deeds. These things are good and profitable for men.

Conclusion

In the next article we will take a more practical look at what was mentioned here, like we 

did in the previous article. This article contains loads of theory, but it is good for the Bible 

teacher to be aware of this, although not expected to be an expert. 


